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@ FOR 'FROM MR, CUNNINGHAM, ACTING
|. REGARDING YOUR RECOMMENDATION THAT HQS GROUNDING 3K

®
LIFTED 26 FEB, AND THAT NORMAL OPNS AT [ JBE RESUMED 1 ——
@  MARCH, HaS CANNOT CONGUR AT TNIS TIME FOR FOLL REASONSE ~
A. AT PRESENT TINE, 27/2200L, SEARCH PARTY HAS NOT LOCATED
®  _ FICIENT STRUCTURAL VRECKAGE TO PERKIT ANALYS1S OF
@  FAILURE CAUSES. AS NOTED REF B, BAD VX IN SEARCH AREA IN
FOOTHILLS, WITR VISIBILITY DOVN TO ABOUT s FELT, HAS
®  ASTICALLY LIMITED EFFECTIVE SEARCH. PORTIONS OF ENGINE
@  VERE FOUND BEFORE DARK ON 26 FEB, BUT NO SIGN OF VINGS AND
FUSELAGE OR TAIL SECTION. SEARCH VILL CONTINUL UNTIL
®  _.0USK WRECKAGE IS FOUND TO ENABLE INVESTIGATION BE NEANING-
o Ful « | ‘
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B, GEN LEDFORD AND | I, WNO VISITED

_ AFTER ACCIDENT, LEFT WITH NO yxuu'saacnusxos ABOUT WHAT MAY
HAVE CAUSED WHAT APPEARS TO HAVEBEEN SONE FORM OF CATASTRO-
PHIC FAILURE. ORIGINAL THOUGHT VAS THAT PILOT NIGHT HAVE
BEEN CAUGHT IN JET WASH AFTER REFUELING BREANOFF, BUT AFTER
HIS AND TANKER CREV DEBRIEFING, THIS POSSIBILITY RULED OUT.
THEREFORE, NO WAY OF TELLING IF CAUSE OF RIGHT VING FAILURE,
APPARENTLY ALL WAY TO WING ROOT, COULD BE COMNON TO REST
OF FLEET. 342 WAS OUR OLDEST
BIRD, AND HAD SUSTAINED LAMDING ACC IDENT SOME TIME 25X1A
AGG WITH MAJOR srnucrunuL n:raxn THEREAFTER, SO THIS FAGT |
MUST BE EXAMINED IN EVIDENCE AS WELL. |

2. PILOT MAD REPORTEDLY REFERRED TO GUSTS™ AND “VIBRATION"

OF SOME SORT PRIOR TO ACFT BREAKUR, BUT SINCE RQS HAS NOT
NEARD DEBRIEFING AS YET, CAN ONLY ADD THESE ITEMS TO LIST
OF UNKNOWNS AT MOMENT. 1IN ANY EVENT, rog_us"ra RESUME
FLIGHTS WITHOUT SOME BETTER HANDLE ON POSSIBLE PROBLEM
COMMONALITY THAN WE MAVE NOW VOULD APPEAR UNVISE, SINCE
ANY ACCIDENT FOR VHATEVER REASON WHERE PILOT MIGKT BE
KILLED WOULD LEAD TO SUPPGSITION THAT TVO VERE SOMEHOW

CONNECTED.
3. SUSGEST YOUR EXPLANATION TO AND OTHERS

3E IN LO¥W KEY THAT FURTHER FLIGNIS UNTIL WRECKAGE
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- 342 LOCATED WOULD NOT 33@0@?’1’1&3 BEST GGSSHVATIVE;CG’JESL.
WwILL KEEP YOU IN THE LGGP A3 Di\lﬁ.m’ﬁiﬂﬁ QGCUR AND VILL
DISCUSS WHOLE MATTER iITH GEN. L!ﬂ?@ﬁﬂ OB HIS kETURH

28 FEEB. . -
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